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he This Is Enough 
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all IHESE have my children given unto 
re me: 
ns Laughter and love and light, 
as Joy for the days that are, the days to be, 
.. And comfort for the night. 
_ This have I given unto them: The Book, 
- The story of God’s grace, 
The knowledge of their constant need 
to look 
Steadfastly on His face. 
This, is enough for all earth’s trials and 
tears, ‘ 
The need of every heart. 
So shall we walk in peace through all 
the years, 
Together, or apart. ° 
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e Held on the Open Palm 


40 Thinking of our treasures as our own 
— by. right makes our suffering greater 


> when we must lose them. All the good 
things we have are God-given, and if we 
belong to Him then they too are His. 
This means that He has the right to 
withdraw them at any time, and the 
More continually we remember this the 
better prepared are we to accept be- 
Teavement and loss. What God wants is 
_ that we shall present our bodies to Him, 
“a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable,” and 
bnsider all we have as belonging to 
b “iim; but this does not mean that He 













will take away from us everything that 
we prize or take all joy out of our life. 
‘Te right attitude for the believer is 
well illustrated in a new book, “In the 
Arena,” by the late Isobel Kuhn of the 
China Inland Mission.’ After describing 
the hardships through which she and 
her family passed among the tribespeo- 
ple of western China, she wrote: “And 
now, lest you think my dear Master was 
too hard on me, I want to point out 
some things. The difficult lessons of 1942 
taught me to fear leaning heavily on 
human props. I had surrendered hus- 
band, child, friends, all I possessed, long 
ago. But this was something deeper. 
This was relinquishing my rights to 
them. This was holding them, but on 
the open palm of my hand. (Mrs. Mc- 
Farlane, principal of ‘our language 
school in Yangchow and a dear warrior 
saint, had taught me that metaphor. 
She said, ‘Keep your treasures on the 
open palm of your hand. If you hold 
something tight clenched in your fist, 
God may have to hurt you in order to 
open your fingers and take it from you. 
But if it is offered on the open palm of 
your hand, you will hardly know when 
it is gone.’) I never found it so easy that 
I did not feel when my treasures were 
taken, but it did make a tremendous 
difference. It prevented me from col- 
lapsing or sprawling.” The righteousness 
of Noah, Daniel, and Job was used by 
God Himself as an example (Ezek. 14: 


“But If Not 


14, 16, 20); and Job had the right attitude 
toward all that belonged to him, for he 
said: “Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither: 
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord. 
In all this Job sinned not, nor charged 
God foolishly” (Job 1:21, 22). Even Eli, 
when he had heard Samuel’s prophecy 
of his own downfall, said, “It is the 
Lord: let him do what seemeth him 
good” (1 Sam. 3:18). On one occasion 
while he was stil] following the sea, 
John Newton expected letters 
from his wife at one port, but they 
were forwarded by mistake to another, 
where he got them later. When he 
missed the mail, he thought she was 
dead. In commenting on this experience, 
he makes a keen observation on human 
nature: “I felt some severe symptoms 
of that mixture of pride and madness, 
which is commonly called a broken 
heart; and indeed I wonder that this 
case is not more common than it ap- 
pears to be. How often do the potsherds 
of the earth presume to contend with 
their Maker!” It is easieg to hold all 
things lightly when we remember this: 

. and ye are not your own... for ye 
are bought with a price: therefore glo- 
rify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19, 
20). 


1 Moody Press, Chicago, $3. 
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‘By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
answered and said to the king, O Nebu- 
chadnezzar, we are not careful to an- 
swer thee in this matter. If it be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king. BUT IF NOT, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image 
which,.thou hast set up” (Dan. 3: 16-18). 


OU will, of course, remember the 
story of which the words of my 
text are a part. Challenged not to 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord is with thee . . . Go 
in this thy might” (Judges 6:12, 14). 





worship God at all, challenged to bow 
down to the popular idol, challenged to 


‘join the fickle multitude in acclaiming 


an earthly king—to the degradation of 
the King of their hearts, with a burning 
furnace in front of them as the only al- 
ternative to obedience—this is the an- 
swer of the three Hebrew children: 
“Our God .. . is able to deliver us.” More 
than that, our God will deliver us! More 
than that, if He does not deliver us, we 
are still not going to worship your idol! 
If He does not deliver us, our faith is 
not at an end; if He does not deliver us, 
our resolution is entirely unshaken; we 
still believe God. “Our God .. . is able 

. and he will”; but if He does not, we 
still recognize His will as entirely su- 
preme. If He does not, we still reckon 
God as greater than our hearts and all 
their imaginings. If He does not do just 
what we thought He was going to do, 
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we still believe, though we may have no 
evidence of sense to support our faith. 

This is the faith that accepts God’s 
will, not merely with equanimity, but 
with positive enthusiasm. This is the 
faith that relates itself, not only to the 
commands of God, but also to His con- 
tradictions. For we have the assurance 
that God will bring all things into con- 
formity to His holy purpose. This is not 
faithlessness on the part of these serv- 
ants of God; it is faith that says, “BUT 
IF NOT,” my course is already clear; 
“BUT IF NOT,” my resolve is unaltered, 
for it has been made in the conscious 
presence of God, and on the warrant of 
His own sure word. 

Let me remind you here that it is by 
such contradictions that God teaches us 
in ways which, otherwise, were im- 
possible. In the days that lie ahead of 
us, with their perplexing experience, 
remember that His meanings of life are 
essentially larger than ours. It will fill 
our hearts with peace, and put stabil- 
ity into our lives to be able to say: “But 
if not, Lord, I still trust Thee; I am here 
as truly Thine as ever I was; as truly 
Thine in the darkness of the slums, and 
of the mission field, and of the unsym- 
pathetic home, as truly Thine, my God, 
in the darkness as I was Thine in the 
light.” 

This alternative to disappointed faith 
tests the quality of the man who pro- 
fesses the faith of God. We know the 
man, who, being disappointed in his 
experience, nervously begins to pity 
himself; he is the man to whom self- 
consequence is everything. When God 
contradicts his expectation and longing, 
his faith is staggered and his backslid- 
ing begins. "There is the man who is 
willing to accept a shallow answer to a 
great question; the man to whom dis- 
appointment becomes disbelief; the man 
who measures God in the tiny scales of 
his own self-consciousness; the man who 
does not stand firm with God and for 
Him, and loses his power of vision—and 
with that much. else goes also. 

On the other hand, we know the man 
who has learned to say courageously 
with these three Hebrews, “But if not”— 
there shall be no deviation from my 
duty. “But if not,” if no ecstatic joy fills 
my heart, if no revival results appear in 
my work, I mean to go on and do the 
next thing. There shall be no cessation 
of hostility to evil, no avoiding of the 
conflict with the forces of evil in the 
world; there shall be no lowering of 
my aim, even if I should be conscious 
of disappointment. By the grace of God, 
forgetting the things that are behind, I 
press on toward the mark for the prize. 

For instance ‘ere is a businessman 
who has come to a determination to 
seek first the Kingdom of God in his 
business, with a certainty that all things 
else shall be added unto him. And he 
finds, not additions, but subtractions. He 
finds that his ‘profits are not greater, 
but actually less each year. He finds that 
the pathway of the Cross is no senti- 
mental emotional thing to sing about; 
but that the Cross is heavy to bear, and 
the way is narrow, and his position 
difficult. For that man real blessing is 
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bound up in the attitude that says: “But 
if not”’—I do not intend to haul down 
the flag. I do not intend for a moment to 
desert my Lord. For I can never unsee 
what I have seen in Him; I can never 
unlearn what I have learned from Him. 
Therefore, whatever may be the conse-: 
quences, I am going on with God. 

After all, if you are the possessor of a 
real faith, in consequence of God’s draw- 
ing near to you, it is founded, not upon 
a subjective experience, but upon God 
Himself. Our faith does not stand in the 
wisdom of men, or in the memory of 
any emotional experience that may have 
come to us, lifting us onto a higher 
plane. Our faith does not rest upon any- 
thing that is visible, but upon Christ 
Himself. Therefore, in the calm confi- 
dence of a child, we can say with these 
three Hebrew children: “I am expect- 
ing God to do wonderful things for me. 
I am expecting Him to break down 
iron gates before me, and to beat down 
my foes.-But if He does not, I am still 
going on with Him, persuaded that He 
doeth all things well. His wisdom is my 
sheet anchor, and His faithfulness my 
Stay.” P 

Let me point out that God’s response 
to this spirit is to do a bigger thing than 
we trust Him for, not a smaller. These 
men said: Our God is able to deliver us 
from the fire. What do we care about 
your furnace, heated seven times though 
it be? We are entirely calm in front of 
it. Our God is able, and He will deliver 
us from it. But God did a far bigger 








The Times New Plan for 
Printing and Mailing 


OR more than half a century THE 

Sunpay Scuoot Trmes COMPANY 
has had its own printing plant, printing 
the paper each week and mailing it from 
its own offices. But it has long been 
evident that changes would one day 
have to be made. After several years 
of careful and prayerful study of the 
whole problem by the Directors and 
staff, a contract was signed several 
weeks ago with the Standard Publish- 
ing Foundation, Cincinnati, Ohio, to do 
the printing and mailing of THE Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL TIMES. ; 

This is the first issue printed and 
mailed in Cincinnati. 

It is not possible at present, because 
of high costs, to make radical changes 
in the paper stock, type face, or format 
of THe Sunpay Scuoot Times; but the 
type columns are five-eighths of an inch 
longer, thus giving advertisers a column 
uniform in length with many other pe- 
riodicals; and it is expected that the 
trimming around the edges and the gen- 
eral appearance of the paper, which is 
now printed by the offset process, will 
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Will subscribers and advertisers please 
note carefully that all correspondence 
relating to editorial matters, subscrip- 
tions, and advertising is still to be ad- 
dressed to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, where the offices are to be 
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thing for them than they thought He 
would do. He did not deliver them from 
the peril at all, but He delivered them 
in it; which is an infinitely greater 
thing. He did not effect their escape from 
the furnace, but He gave them an ex- 
perience of fellowship in the furnace 
such as they had never dreamed of. For 
the Son of God Himself came to walk 
with them in the flame. One thing is 
certain, they learned more in that fur- 
nace with the Lord Jesus than they had 
ever dreamed it possible for men to 
know of God. That is the kind of thing 
that God does for the men who have 
this spirit. Moreover, He changed the 
Goeg’s heart, .and brought him to a 
alepwledge of His almighty power and 
grace. 

This is not an isolated instance of 
this spirit, and the divine response to 
it, for we find the principle, at least, 
running right through the Word of God. 
Here are one or two illustrations of it. 
God said to Abraham: “Take now thy 


(Continued on page 12) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Did Jonah Exceed His Orders? 


I would value your opinion on an 
angle of Jonah’s mission to Nineveh. 
In Jonah 1:2, God says, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh . . . and cry against it.” In 
chapter 3, verse 2, God repeats the com- 
mission. In neither case was any 
limit or date given. But Jonah pro- 
claimed, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown.” When forty 
days elapsed, the people had repented. 
The question arises, Did Jonah ex- 
ceed his orders in fixing a date? Was 
he the first datesetter to fix a time 
for God’s judgments? And is the 
Book of Jonah in a way a lesson to 
us on the danger of setting dates for 
God’s actions?—A California reader. 


There does not seem to be any Scrip- 
tural evidence that Jonah went beyond 
his orders in fixing a date for the de- 
struction of Nineveh. It is possible that 
this limit of time was privately given 
to Jonah, and that his commission in 
Jonah 1:2 and 3:2 is a summary of all 
that God said to him. If Jonah had gone 
too far in saying “forty days,” there 
would probably have been some indica- 
tion of God's displeasure; but the fact 
is that God revoked the judgment and 
the city was not destroyed. When God 
said, “Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great 
city, and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee” (3:2), it seems likely 
that, His instructions included more than 
is actually revealed to us in the Bible. 

This can hardly be taken as a warn- 
ing to us not to set dates, since we are 
not told that God was displeased with 
Jonah’s having done so. We have good 
reason for not doing it in relation to the 
Second Coming, since Christ Himself 
told us that no man knows the day or 
hour: “But of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father” (Mark 13:32). 
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I. Our Lord in John’s Prologue 


Four important designations 


in the first eighteen verses of John’s Gospel 


notable eulogies of the Gospel ac- 
cording to ‘John. Dr. H. R. 
Reynolds, late of Cheshunt College, 
called it “this most wonderful of all the 
Biblical writings.” De Wette described 
{t as “this tender, unique, veritably su- 
preme Gospel.” Dr. A. T. Robertson’s 
“Christ of the Logia” refers to it as “the 
supreme literary work of the world.” 
By a strange irony, that which has 
evoked most eulogy has provoked most 
controversy. The keenest contentions of 
New Testament criticism have raged 
around it—and still do. Not even the 
Pentateuch has been a fiercer battle- 
ground of rival scholarship. The colli- 
sion of pens, brains, theories, and preju- 
dices has so developed that one can 
hardly be charged with erratic imagina- 
tiveness for suspecting in it a very strat- 
agem of Satan to obscure by the dust of 
debate the outshining splendor of this 
most precious Gospel. In this present 
article it is no purpose of ours to join 
issue among the combatants. To our- 
selves the fourth Gospel is a genuine 
document, and its human author is the 
Apostle John. 


The Nucleus of the Whole Book 

Everything in this Gospel of John 
subserves the developing of certain re- 
current ideas. It is quite arresting to 
see how these are assembled at the out- 
set, in the prologue, and then developed 
throughout the subsequent chapters. 
That prologue (1:1-18) is the primor- 
dial nucleus of the whole book. So ob- 
vious is this, 40 an unbiased average 
reader, that one can only gasp to find 
princes among scholars averring that 
“it plays no part in the rest of the 
volume,” and a giant critic like Harnack 
Styling it, at the turn of the century, 
merely a philosophic prefix meant to 
please a coterie of the more learned. 
Truly the late Sir Robert Anderson had 
reason for complaining that “specialists” 
were notoriously unreliable when it 
came to evaluating plain, general evi- 
dence! There is a specialized refinement 
of scholarship that so loses itself in tech- 
nical minutiae that in the words of the 
old proverb it “cannot see wood for 
trees.” John’s prologue, without a doubt, 
is a bunch of keys that unlock all that 
follows. 

In the prologue there are four desig- 
nations of our Lord that at once capture 
attention: (1) the Word, (2) the Life, 
(3) the Light, (4) the Son. Two of these 
declare His relationship to God the 
Father. The other two indicate function 
toward us human creatures. 

Our Lord is the Word, that is, the ezx- 
pression of God, not only toward man, 
not only from premundane antiquity, 
but before all the creation (vv. 2, 3), 
fundamentally, eternally, indivisibly. He 
was not merely from the beginning; He 


AY ee pages might be filled with 


W. Y. Fullerton, one of the well- 
known speakers for many years at 
the Keswick Convention in England, 
gave a short, clear summary of the 
contents and purpose of each of the 
four Gospels in the following words: 


Matthew ........ What He said 
RRS What He did. 
SEE aks6c sansa What He felt. 
eer What He was. 


In two articles, in this and next 
week’s issues, Dr. Baxter of England 
presents briefly just a few of the 
various aspects of the life and work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, which, like 
the shining facets of a diamond, are 
set forth by the Apostle John. The 
subject of the next article is, “The 
Incarnate Word: the Only-Begotten 
Son.” 








already was, “in the beginning” (v. 1). 
He was not only “with God”; He was 
God” (v. 1). No exegetical jugglery can 
really hide the force of the Greek here, 
especially when it is read honestly with 
its context. The Greek word Logos, here 
translated as “Word,” is fuller than our 
English representative; yet even our 
noun, “word,” is richly useful here. 
As a word may be distinguished. from 
the thought that it expresses (for the 
two are not identical), so can the second 
person of the Godhead be distinguished 
from the first. Yet as there simply can- 
not be a word apart from the thought 
behind it, so also “God” and the “Word” 
cannot be conceived of as ever having 
existed without each other. They are dis- 
tinguishable but inseparable. 

Our Lord is also the Son. The concept 
of Logos in relation to Theos is warmed 
into that of the Son in relation to the 
Father. At best, such human compari- 
sons must fall short of those archetypal 
realities that they seek to make hu- 
manly intelligible; yet even so, they are 
revealingly approximate. The Logos is 
simply “with” God (v. 1), but the Son is 
“in the bosom” of the Father (v. 18). 
There is a reciprocal fellowship of love 
immanent in the Deity; and it is one of 
the ultimates, eternal as God, for there 
cannot be eternal fatherhood without 
eternal sonship. 

These two metaphors, the “Word” and 
the “Son,” supplement and protect each 
other. Taken separately they might lead 
divergent thinkers to widely different 
and equally erroneous conceptions of 
our Lord; but when they are taken to- 
gether, each corrects the possible misuse 
of the other. 

To think of. our Lord only as the eter- 
nal “Word” might suggest merely an im- 
personal quality or faculty in God. To 
think of Him only as the “Son” might 
falsely limit us to the concept of a per- 
sonal yet created being. But the two 
terms combined ensure both aspects of 
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the truth to us, and at the same time 

guard us from error. Our Lord and Sav- 

iour, the second member of the Tri- 
unity, is both eternal and personal. 

Next, in relation to us human beings, 
He is the Life and the Light. From Him 
irradiates all true illumination, both in- 
tellectual and spiritual (vv. 4, 9). The 
two terms are equally implicative of our 
Lord’s deity as are the figures “Word” 
and “Son.” 

Oh, this all-transcendent Saviour of 
ours! “His name shall be called Wonder- 
ful!” Why, in this first chapter alone 
there are no less than eight glorious 
titles ringed like diadems around His 
divine-human brow; eight supremes 
that belong to Him absolutely and ex- 
clusively: the Word (v. l, the Life 
(v. 4), the Light (v. 7), the Son (v. 18), 
the Lamb (v. 29), the Messiah (v. 41), 
the King (v. 49), the Son of man (v. 51)! 

And, right away in the prologue, John 
assembles all the main aspects that he 
is to develop in his ensuing chapters: 
the “Word” (vv. 1, 14), the “Life” (vv. 3, 
4), the “Light” (vv. 5, 9), the “Son” (vv. 
14, 18), “darkness” (v. 5), “witness” (vv. 
7, 8, 15), “believe” (v. 7), “power to be- 
come” (v. 12), “born ... of God” (v. 13), 
“fulness” (vv. 14, 16). How anyone can 
fail to see that this prologue is John’s 
indicative ritornel to the whole compo- 
sition is surely strange! These ten em- 
phases go right through the book, in 
five associated pairs, and they will most 
richly reward a painstaking study: 

1. The Word—becoming flesh as the in- 
carnate truth (1:1, 14, 17; 8:40; 14:6, 
“Verily, verily,” etc.). 

2. The Light—shining in the darkness; 
“the darkness comprehended it 
not”; “his own received him not” 
(3:19; 12: 46, etc.). , 

3. The Life—imparting new birth and 
“power to become” (1:12, 13; 3:8, 
15; 10: 10, etc.). 

4. The Son—coming forth “full of grace” 
and sharing His “fulness” (1:14, 16, 
33; 4:10; 14:27; 15:11, etc.). 

5. Witness—that all “might believe” (1: 
7, with frequent recurrence) and 
“have life.” 


Areas of New Exploration 

Whole continents here invite new ex- 
ploration. Here we can mention only 
one of them, namely, that of the Word 
becoming flesh as the incarnate Son, 
“full of grace and truth.” 

Look again at that fourteenth verse: 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 
among us (and we beheld his glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father), full of grace and truth” 
(AS.V.). 

This “fulness” is one of John’s recur- 
rent emphases, and richly rewards a 
follow-through study. It occurs again 
in the prologue: “And of his fulness 
have all we received” (v. 16). The ful- 
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ness is embodied that it might be im- 
parted. Two lines run through the suc- 
ceeding chapters: (1) fullness of grace 
to restore; (2) fullness of truth to re- 
veal. The first of these runs through 
His works; the second through His 
words. 

But the feature to which we call spe- 
cial attention here is that the “fulness” 
is predicted of our Lord after He had 
become incarnate. This, therefore, is at 
once a Scriptural refutation of the so- 
called “kenosis” theory which would 
have us believe that’our Lord “emptied 
himself” (Phil. 2:7, A.S.V.) practically to 
the degree of ordinary human fallibility. 

The “kenosis” Christ of the critics is 
certainly not the Lord Jesus of the Gos- 
pel writers. According to the former 
view, our Lord’s knowledge was “ade- 
quate to the delivery of the doctrines 
of His Kingdom, but did not extend to 
questions of scholarship and criticism.” 
On these latter “Jesus spoke as any 
other man.” But according to John and 
the synoptiste, it was utterly otherwise. 

Just here we are referring only to 
John’s witness, and very meagerly at 
that; yet even a few references will 
suffice. The immortal third chapter is 
introduced with the explanation: “Jesus 
. . . knew all men, and needed not that 
any should testify of man: for he knew 
what was in man” (2:24, 25). He not 
only knew “all” men individually, but 
“man” constitutionally. What was that 
but a knowledge supernaturally exceed- 
ing all human limits? 

We recall His telling the Sychar 
woman all about her past; of His healing 
the nobleman’s son a day’s journey 
“away; of His knowing that Lazarus had 
just died, fifty miles away at Bethany; 
of His informing two of His disciples 
that at a certain place they would find 
a colt tied, which He required—not to 
mention other such incidents. 

We recall some of His pronouncements 
concerning Himself: “Before Abraham 
was, I am” (8:58); “I am .. . the truth” 
(14:6); and prophecies that foretell the 
future both far and near (2:19; 3:14; 
5:28; 12:32; 14:3; 15:26; 16:1-4, etc.). We 
think of these, wijh many other evi- 
dences, and the inevitable conclusion 
faces us that, instead of an “emptying” 
down to our merely human level, there 
is a supernatural fullness. 

That our.Lord may have suspended 
the activity of His divine attributes in 
some directions during His life on earth 
we readily concede; but that He could 
exist apart from them is absolutely un- 
thinkable. To make His incarnation 
empty Him of His divine attributes would 
mean, not that “the Word became flesh,” 
but that the Word became defunct—an 
idea as insulting as it is preposterous. 

John’s exordium on the coming of the 
Word in flesh is the interpretative 
Scripture parallel to Paul’s “kenosis” 
passage in Philippians. The two should 
be studied side by side. Not that there 
is any doubt about Paul’s intention in 
Philippians 2:5-8. The “kenosis,” or 
self-emptying, has to do only with 
“form” (morphe) or expression, not es- 
sence (vv. 6, 7). When our Lord “emp- 
tied himself” (ekenosen) for the purpose 
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of incarnation He separated Himself 
from the pre-incarnate expression of 
Himself, i.e., from “the glory” which He 
had with the Father “before the world 
was” (John 17:5). 

We cannot understand the mystery of 
that profound transition in which He 
disrobed Himself of the precosmic 
“glory,” but we can understand that He 
neither did nor could detach Himself 
from what He eternally is. We cannot 
penetrate the psychic duality of that 
God-man, but with the copious evi- 
dences before us we can intelligently 
accept thgt the Ego was the incarnate 
Logos; that it was the incorporated hu- 
man nature that was supernaturally 
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Spirit-endued, and that thus the human 
part was made a perfect vehicle for the 
divine Ego. 

Look at the Christ of this fourth Gos- 
pel again. Instead of the merely natural 
there is the ever-present supernatural. 
Instead of an “emptying” there is an in- 
finite filling. Over against “kenosis,” 
there is a divine “pleroma”—one who is 
“the fulness of the Godhead bodily” 
(Col. 2:9). See it in every miracle—“full 
of grace.” Hear it in every message—“full 
of ... truth.” Follow it right through, 
and you will appreciate John’s words 
as never before—“We beheld his glory.” 

(To be continued) 


Vil. Angels in Relation to Christ 


and the Nations 


Their part in the Ascension and Second Coming, and their good and 
evil influence on the nations. 


By HERBERT LOCKYER, D.D., Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


URING the forty days after His 
D resurrection, our Lord gave His 
disciples infallible proofs of His victo- 
rious life (Acts 1:3), then, when the 
time came for Him to ascend on high, 
He led His disciples out to Bethany 
-(Luke 24:50). All at once the miracle 
happened, and Christ ascended on high 
(Luke 24:50, 51). While He ascended by 
His own divine power, we read that He 
was “carried up into heaven,” a fact 
indicating that angels attended Him 
and formed His chariot, just as they 
did for Elijah when he was carried up 
in a chariot of fire to Heaven (2 Kings 
2:11; Psa. 68:17, 18). Of the angels, 
Gregg wrote: 


They brought His chariot from above, 
To bear Him to His throne; 

Spread their triumphant wings, and sang, 
“The glorious work is done!” 





Ancets Are To ATTEND CHRIST AT 
His SeconpD ADVENT 

As Jesus ascended to Heaven in a 
cloud of glory, attended by a guard of 
mighty angels, so He is to descend to 
earth surrounded by myriads of these 
ministering spirits to assist Him in the 
execution of His holy work (1 Thess. 
4:16; 2 Thess. 1:7-9). If the appearance 
of one angel filled the guards at the 
tomb with such terror, how fearful will 
be the appearance of “ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands” (Rev. 5:11), when they ac- 
company the almighty and eternal King? 

Everything then, related to Christ, are 
matters of revered angelic inquiry (1 
Pet. 1:12). It is natural’ that angels 
should minister to Him in person and 
in a very intimate way, and their ap- 
pearance with Him will proclaim the 
fruition of angelic hopes. The angels, 
who all through the centuries have 
been witnesses and sharers of His joy 
over repentant sinners, will be witnesses 
and sharers of the joy of the Church 
when she is brought to her destined 
abode, and, as the Bride, is welcomed by 
the Bridegroom. 


THE RELATION OF ANGELS TO NATIONS 

Do the angels, especially the hostile 
ones, have any influence upon national 
life? Paul speaks of “the rulers of the 
darkness of this world [the world-rulers 
of this darkness)” (Eph. 2:2; 6:12). Sa- 
tan has control over the nations and is 
the master mind behind the whole sys- 
tem of world government dominated by 
lust for power, greed, ambition, -in- 
trigue, hatred, lies, aggression, rivalry, 
and brutality. 

Christ did not dispute the claim of 
Satan to the control of the kingdoms of 
this world. He also taught that there is 
a kingdom of Satan (Matt. 12:26), who 
has governmental authority over a vast 
army of fallen spirits. From a remark- 
able passage in Daniel, we discover that 
angels have power to “connect them- 
selves with different nations. The great 
angel, Michael, is spoken of as the great 
prince rallying to the defense of the Jew- 
ish people (Dan. 10:21; 12:1). He was the 
guardian and defender of the chosen 
nation. Then we have another important 
angelic personage spoken of as “the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia” (Dan. 
10:13). This angel was hostile and able 
to withstand the heavenly messenger 
that appeared to Daniel and to prevent 
him from accomplishing his purpose un- 
til Michael came to his aid. A third an- 
gel personality is mentioned as “the 
prince of Grecia” (Dan. 10:20). 

Gathering together these references to 
angels, good or bad, we realize that they 
received or assumed certain charges in 
connection with various nations, and 
that tremendous conflicts, of which we 
have little knowledge, go on in the in- 
visible world. As evil angels are spoken 
of as the Devil’s angels (Rev. 12:7), 
they are evidently the instruments of 
his will. Satan enthroned himself as the 
unseen ruler of the nations, and at dif- 
ferent times in the history of the world 
has expressed, through rulers, his own 
character in opposition to God’s char- 
acter. 
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Under Satan’s leadership, Tyre be- 
came one of the leading powers of the 
world and leader in wickedness as well 
as in commerce and wealth (Ezek. 28). 

Later, Babylon became the seat of 
satanic influence. At a critical period 
of the Church’s history; Satan’s throne 
was in Pergamos (Rev. 2:13). From his 
seat there he exerted his terrible power 
to defile the Church by means of unholy 
alliance with the world. Mention of “the 
depths of Satan” (Rev. 2:24) is the mes- 
sage to Thyatira—a period when the 
Church was characterized by the domin- 
ion of Rome, the seven-hilled city—re- 
veals,it to be the seat of his influence. 

As “prince of this world” (John 14: 
30), Satan and his evil angels exercise 
control of men and nations beyond all 
that men imagine. Through his angels, 
Satan obtains his ends in the world-con- 
flicts he originates. 

The day is coming when Satan will 
enthrone, not only his mighty angels in 
the seat of his power, but place a man 
there (Rev. 13:2). To this head of the 
revived Roman Empire, Satan will dele- 
gate “his power and his seat, and great 
authority,” and he will reign as the 
deputy of Satan and will be aided in 
his diabolical schemes by the second 
beast. This dread person will possess 
miraculous powers and will likely be 
identified with “the man of sin,” whose 
coming is the direct result of Satan’s 
work (2 Thess. 2:3; Rev. 13). 

When the time arrives for God to deal 
in judgment with an evil-ridden world, 
the seat of the beast is to come under 
the stroke of divine wrath (Rev. 16:10). 
Unseen evil forces are presently active 
as “the world-rulers of this darkness” 
(Eph. 6:12, A.S.V.). Darby has it, “The 
universal lords of this darkness.” Cony- 
beare and Howson translate the passage, 
“The Sovereign of this present dark- 
ness.” 

It is distressing to think of these 
mighty potentates of evil being the in- 
visible rulers of this world. Paul refers 
to them as “principalities and powers” 
(Rom. 8:38, 39). Yet how comforting it 
is to know that, although mighty, these 
forces are not almighty! They may rule, 

but God can overrule. No existing power, 
seen or unseen, can tear the believer 
from the grasp of eternal love. Satan 
May sway empires and, with the co-op- 
eration of his angels, influence nations 
against God, but all of them put to- 
gether cannot separate the feeblest saint 
from the love of God in Christ (Rom. 
8:38, 39). In Christ, we have been raised 
to the height of glory no angel can ever 
occupy, or rob us of (Eph. 1:21; 3:10). 

The character of the conflict that the 
Christian engages in is not so much 
against the lusts of the flesh, as 
against hostile forces directed by Sa- 
tan from the heavenly places from 
which he has not yet been cast out. 
Rebellious principalities and powers 
rule over the darkness of this world, and 
exercise tremendous influence in inter- 
national affairs. Christ, however, by His 
cross, achieved complete victory over 
the subtle, sinful, angelic potentates 
(Col. 1:16; 2:10, 15). By His death, He 
espoused the cause, not of angels, but of 
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men, making possible for them a per- 
fect deliverance from the power of evil 
angels. Satan is still active in his evil 
designs, but his defeat has been secured 
by the blood of the Lamb. 

It is not for us to be afraid of evil 
angels, or count on good angels, even 
though we owe much to the latter. Our 
part is to trust in the living God whose 
resources have been placed at our dis- 
posal in Christ. Only by the constant 
appropriation of divine power can we 
withstand the onslaught of our enemy 
(Eph. 6: 10-12). 

The subject of beneficial angelic ac- 
tivity in national life was brought into 
prominence by the remarkable stories 
told by soldiers during the retreat from 
Mons, in World War I, August 25, 1914. 
Level-headed, trustworthy men testified 
to the appearance of heavenly guardians 
on behalf of the British Army, and of 
how great relief accrued from such heav- 
enly intervention. Without the aid of 
angels, it was affirmed, the British 
would have been annihilated by the 
pursuing Germans. 

Circumstantial accounts of the be- 
havior of horses on both sides, refusing 
to move, agree with a similar case in 
Scripture of an animal seeing an angel 
in the way and preventing further prog- 
ress, though to the rider nothing was 
visible (Num. 22: 23-31). 


Tue RELATION OF ANGELS TO THE 
JEWISH NATION 


The Epistle to the Hebrews has much 
to say about the part angels played in 
connection with God’s Chosen People, 
the nation of Israel. The Hebrews them- 
selves who received this Epistle were 
conversant with the Old Testament rec- 
ord of the activity of angels in the de- 
velopment of their national life. In fact, 
the reality and guardian ministry of 
angels was one of the great fundamen- 
tal truths of Judaism and an essential 
part of her orthodox creed. 

The very Law, in which Judaism made 
its boast was ordained of angels (Gal. 
3:19; Heb. 2:2), or received, as Stephen 
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expressed it, “by the disposition of an- 


gels” (Acts 7:53). At Sinai, when the 
Law was given, Jehovah’s presence was 
attended by thousands of these heav- 
enly beings (Psa. 68:17). 

An angel commissioned Moses to re- 
deem Israel: (Exod. 3:2). 

An angel led the nation in the wilder- 
ness (Exod. 14: 19; 23: 20-23). 

An angel rebuked the nation for its 
idolatry (Judges 2:1-5). 

An angel called Gideon to deliver the 
nation (Judges 6: 11-40). 

An angel smote the nation with pes- 
tilence (2 Sam. 24:16, 17). 

An angel smote the nation’s foes (2 
Kings 19:35). 

Angels encamped round about the na- 
tion (Psa. 34:7; 91:11). 

As rationalism developed among the 
Jews there came the denial of what was 
so fundamental to their religion as a 
divine revelation. Thus in the forefront 
of the negative creed of Sadduceeism 
was the denial of the existence of angels 
(Acts 23:8). With the coming of the 
Messiah, Heaven-sent messengers were 
intimately associated with His birth, 
life, teaching, and resurrection, convinc- 
ing the Jews thereby, who were not will- 
fully blind and deaf, of the true Mes- 
siahship of the Lord Jesus. 

Christ also made it clear that angels 
are to be the instruments used of God 
to recover the final remnant of His scat- 
tered people from the countries where 
they may be found (Matt. 24:31). The 
“elect” are not the Church, seeing that 
she -will by that time be with her Lord, 
but are Jews who then will have no de- 
pendence on geographical knowledge be- 
cause they will be in the care of angels, 
to whom travel is no hindrance. Many 
of the scattered nations will have re- 
turned previously. Others are to be 
brought on their way by a great. mari- 
time power by means of swift cruisers. 
It will be left to the angels, however, to 
regather, finally, all that are still scat- 
tered throughout the world. 


(To be continued) 


"A Little Child Shall Lead Them” 


How a six-year-old’s acceptance of Christ convicted and won his mother 


OMMIE was a beautiful child of six, 
with big, innocent eyes and long, 
sweeping lashes. He was very quiet in 
Sunday school class—too quiet, I thought. 
When I tried to bring him out of him- 
self, he would drop his head and draw 
still further into his shell. I was never 
sure—that is, for a long time—just how 
much he was taking into his little heart. 
One Sunday, Tommie’s chair was 
empty, and this continued for the next 
two or three Sundays. I knew that I 
should call at his home, but I was very 
busy, and I kept procrastinating. I had 
no rest about it. Then on the following 
Sunday morning, by God’s divine plan, 
I arrived too early for Sunday school. 
The Holy Spirit seemed to say, “Go to 
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Tommie’s house. It is just a few houses 
away.” There was a real welcome, and 
Tommie was thrilled that his Sunday 
school teacher had come to visit him. 
He faithfully came after thag. 

Some time later, Tommie accepted 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour. He still re- 
mained the same quiet boy. I noticed, 
however, that he neatly kept his hand- 
work through the week, bringing it back 
the next Sunday. I believe he tried to 
show me that he loved Jesus and Sunday 
school, by the loving way he cared for 
his handwork. 

The time came when I had to give 
up the Sunday school class for other 
Christian work. But about a year or 

(Continued on page 390) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. JUNE 1. 


A NEW LEADER COMMISSIONED 


Numbers 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 34:9-12; Joshua 1; printed text, Numbers 27:18-20; Joshua 1:1-9 


Golden Text.—Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God 
is with thee whithersoever thou goest.—Josh. 1:9 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Num. 27:18 And the Lorp said unto Moses, Take thee 
Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay 
thine hand upon him; 

19 And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all 
the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight. 

20 And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that 
all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obe- 
dient. 


_Josh. 1:1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the 
Lorp it came to pass, that the Lorp spake unto Joshua the 
son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, 

2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over 
this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I 
do give to them, even to the children of Israel. 

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even. unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, 
and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, 


5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all 
the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people 
shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware 
unto their fathers to give them. 

7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses 
my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever 
thou goest. 

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; 
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou may- 
est observe to do according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou -shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success. 

9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the 
Lorp thy Gop is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 





shall be your coast. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

CHANGE of leadership is always 
A a delicate affair. If the retiring 

leader has been a long time in 
the position and has filled it with phe- 
nomenal success so that he has become 
a veritable institution in himself, the 
transfer of authority is an exceedingly 
difficult matter. 

People who are being led find it very 
hard to adjust to a new leader. They 
have become accustomed to a type of 
leadership that they expect the new 
man to continue. The theme song seems 
to be, “Dear old Doctor So-and-So did 
not do it that way.” The new man does 
not only have to struggle with new 
tasks and new responsibilities but with 
the human resentment toward change, 
and distrust of the new leader. Churches 
have no conception of how hard they 
sometimes make it for a new pastor, 
especially when they try to cage him 
within the ways of the one who went 
before. In the face of all this I am not 
surprised at the unusual and repeated 
encouragements that God gave to 
Joshua when he took over the leader- 
ship from Moses.. 

No doubt God will encourage your 
new pastor, but it would help consider- 
ably if you would add your word of 
encouragement and let him know that 
he is not a captive to tradition, but 
God’s free man. 


Verse by Verse 

Num. 27:18.—* .. . Take thee Joshua 
... in whom is the spirit, and lay thine 
hand upon him.” This writer and some 
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other commentators (e.g., Jamieson, 
Fausset, and Brown) believe that the 
word “Spirit” ought to be capitalized, 
and that it refers to the Holy Spirit. 
The laying on of hands is certainly an 
ancient custom and has the divine sanc- 
tion, but it should be used with caution. 


Verse 19.—“ .. . before Eleazar ... 
and before all the congregation ... 
give him a charge ... ” Eleazar had 
replaced his father, Aaron, who had 
died in Mount Hor. Notice the place of 
the priest in the establishing of leaders 
in the nation. 


Verse 20—‘“ ... put some of thine 
honour upon him, that... the children 
of Israel may be obedient.” Joshua was 
to take the place of Moses, and the na- 
tion must be taught to honor him as the 
successor of the great Lawgiver. 


Josh. 1:1—“ .. . after the death of 
Moses .. . the Lord spake unto Joshua 
... Moses’ minister . . .” Moses was God’s 
servant, and Joshua was Moses’ servant, 
although different words are _ used. 
Joshua and Jesus are two forms of the 
same name, meaning “God is salvation.” 


Verse 2—“Moses my servant is dead; 
now ...go over this Jordan... unto the 
land which I do give to . . . the children 
of Israel.” The death of Moses made no 
change in God’s plan. The passing of 
Moses might seem to some the end of 
the ambitious program, but instead it 
was the signal for the Children of Israel 
to “go over.” They were on the east 
side of the Jordan, looking over to 
Canaan. 


Verse 3.—“Every place that ... your 
foot shall tread . . . have I given unto 
you .. .” Every step Joshua took in 


Canaan would be staking a sure claim 


that was already sealed by the promise 
of God. It was his responsibility to step 
out the whole inheritance. 


Verse 4.—“... Lebanon... Euphrates 
... the Hittites ... the great sea...” 
Look at this territory in a Bible atlas. 
Only in the days of David and Solomon 
did it all come under the sway of the 
throne of Israel. Unbelief and apostasy 
cramped Israel’s conquests most of the 
time. The Hittites had formerly built 
a great empire covering much of this 
territory. The “great sea” is the Medi- 
terranean. 


Verse 5.—“ ... not any man be able 
to stand before thee ...as I was with 
Moses ... with thee .. .” Resistance 


would be futile against a man to whom 
God had committed Himself. Joshua had 
seen how God was with Moses and knew 
what that would mean to him now. 
“Fail” signifies “relax.” God would not 
relax His mighty exertions on Joshua’s 
behalf. 


Verse 6—“Be strong and of a good 
courage ... divide... the land...” 
The territory was as yet unconquered, 
but God assured Joshua that he would 
supervise its division among the tribes. 
Here was incentive to pursue the work 
with vigor and to see it consummated. 


Verse 7.—“. . . observe to do according 
to all the law .. . that thou mayest pros- 
per...” Joshua’s courage and vigor were 


to be concerned not only with fighting 
but also with obedience to all God’s 
commands. He was to apply himself as 
much to the promotion of God’s Law as 
to the conquest of the land. Strict adher- 
ence to this would assure him of wisdom 
in the prosecution of his projects. 


Verse 8.—“This book of the law . 
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meditate therein day and night .. . ob- 
serve to do... all that is written... 
make thy way prosperous .. . have good 
success.” The man of action must also 
be a man of meditation, with a view to 
observance of the revealed will of God. 
This was the sure way of prosperity 
and wisdom in his undertakings. (See 
Jas. 1:25.) 


Verse 9.—“. . . be not afraid .. . dis- 
mayed: for the Lord . . . is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.” The encour- 
agement is in the double form of a 
command and a promise. We are com- 
manded to be strong and vigorous and 
unafraid, and we have the promise of 
God’s abiding presence. (Cf. Matt. 28: 
19, 20.) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When Moses was told that he had 
forfeited the privilege of entering the 
land, to the very borders of which he 
had led Israel, the disappointment was 
keen. His chief concern, however, was 
not for himself, but for the people. 
That yearning over them, which had 
moved him to intercede on their be- 
half again and again, was still with 
him; and now his prayer was that God 
would provide a leader for them, “that 
the congregation of the Lord be not as 
sheep which have no shepherd” (Num. 
27:17). 

Now all this time Moses had been 
answering his own prayer. For forty 
years he had had a younger man in 
training. The right of appointment was 
not with Moses but, if we may use the 
language of men, he had a man ready 
for God’s appointment. Moses’ aide, 
Joshua, was a born leader, but he was 
also now a trained leader, and it is no 
surprise to find him assigned to the 
post about to be vacated by the death 
of Moses. It was an unspeakable com- 
fort to the aged master to lay his hand 
on Joshua in that public service of 
ordination, knowing that this faithful 
servant would be just as faithful a 
leader. 

With such provision made, the death 
of Moses did not signal a stop and stay 
in the progress of Israel. It was instead 
the call to advance, and Joshua was 
called to immediate action. The com- 
mission was given in the clearest terms. 
The extent of the land was outlined, 
and Joshua was given a_ three-step 
direction—go over, conquer, divide. 
There was to be no modification of the 
great undertaking because Moses was 
gone, but Joshua and all Israel must 
know that the God of Moses was with 
Joshua and with them, so that the prom- 
ises made to Moses stood fast. 

As for Joshua, his prosecution of the 
great task must be characterized by 
strength, vigor, and courage. As long as 
he reckoned on God, there was no ex- 
cuse for weakness, halfheartedness, or 
fear, since all resistance of the enemy 
would be futile. But how could Joshua 
keep himself up to this pitch of 
strength, vigor, and courage? The pre- 
Scription was as clear as the terms of 
the commission: “This book of the law 
shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. May 25.—Living by God’s Laws. 
Deuteronomy 6 and 11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. June 8.—In the Land of Promise. 
Joshua 4; 11:16-23; 23 and 24 








thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein: 
for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success.” And the recipe stands 
today. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A new leader is chosen (Num. 27:18- 
20) 

2. A new leader is commissioned (Josh. 
1: 1-4) 

3. A new leader is encouraged (vv. 5-9) 


Topics for Development 


Assistants. There are two sides to this 
assistantship question. Many a church, 
school, or other Christian institution 
has well nigh, if not altogether, floun- 
dered because a leader failed to prepare 
for the day of his retirement or death 
by training younger men to take up 
the task after him. Whether it were 
jealousy for his lone prerogative, or 
fear that the younger man might out- 
shine him, or just thoughtlessness, the 
net results were the same; and the 
passing of the leader inaugurated a day 
of confusion, retrogression, and eclipse. 
Moses and Joshua should be a good 
lesson for us in this respect. 

The other side of the picture shows 
what it means to a younger man to be 
under the tutelage of an older, expe- 
rienced man for a time. Few young 
men just graduating from seminary, 
for instance, are capable of assuming 
the heavy duties of the pastorate, unless 
they have been yoked in harness with 
an older man during their seminary 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT does the name Joshua mean? 
2. Where do we first meet Josh- 
ua? 

3. What position did Joshua hold 
throughout the years of Israel’s journey- 
ings? 

4. What secured for Joshua an en- 
trance into Canaan? 

5. Who publicly ordained Joshua as 
successor to Moses? 

6. Of what tribe was Joshua? 

7. What (1) mountains, (2) river, (3) 
sea, (4) race are mentioned in .the 
boundaries of the Promised Land? 

8. What task was promised to Joshua 
besides the conquest of Canaan? 

9. What “recipe” for success did God 
give Joshua? 

10. How much territory did God prom- 
ise to give to Joshua? 


(Answers on page 387) 
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days. I should advise young men not 
to despise an assistantship. It will pay 
big dividends in later years. Joshua was 
an assistant for forty years! But see what 
he did afterward! 

Prosperity. One of the most used 
texts of the Bible is Joshua 1:8. It is 
supported by Psalm 1:2, 3 and James 
1:25. Turn to these and see how they 
emphasize the same truth, that medita- 
tion in the Word of God is the path to 
prosperity. But we need to be warned 
against the superstitious idea that read- 
ing the Bible is a kind of magic for- 
mula for success, a talisman that will 
assure luck in our undertakings. No 
such thing! Look at Joshua 1:8. That 
phrase, “have good success” signifies 
“deal wisely.” Meditation on the Word 
of God brings prosperity because it 
teaches wisdom—not the wisdom of 
this world which is “earthly, sensual, 
devilish” (Jas. 3:15), but the divine wis- 
dom which means first prosperity of 
the soul, and then fruitfulness and use- 
fulness of life. True prosperity does 
not mean making millions, but it means 
being a blessing. At the same time, 
true wisdom will direct us into projects 
that are according to the will of God, 
and that same wisdom will assure right 
action in pursuing these projects. 


Practical Applications 

“God buries His workers, but carries 
on His work.” 

A man is indispensable only until 
God takes him away. 

The leader in the last crisis is not 
necessarily the leader for the new crisis. 
Every crisis produces its own men. 

Joshua learned to be a great leader 
by being a great servant. Do not de- 
spise the days of training. 

When God gives you a work, put 
all your strength and vigor into it, 
but remember that it is the presence 
of God that assures success. 

If you want to deal wisely, make the 
Word of God the man of your counsel. 


Golden Text 

Josh. 1:9.—“Be strong and of a good 
courage ... for the Lord thy God is with 
thee . . .” Even the presence of giants 
and Anakim among your enemies does 
not have to make you afraid or dis- 
mayed if you know that the Lord is 
with you. (See 2 Kings 6:16; Rom. 8:31.) 


Ex_muurst, IL. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 
Succestep HyMNs 


“Unto the Hills Around” 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers!" 
“How Firm a Foundation” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty God, our Father, we thank Thee 
that Thou art the strength of our life, 
our Saviour from sin, and our refuge in 
trouble. Forgive us our sins and failures. 
Help us in our trials and make us strong 
to meet life’s duties and testings. Use 
this inspiring portion of Thy Word be- 
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fore us today to give us greater faith 
and courage to do and dare for God and 
the right. Bless and use all true servants 
of Thine in our world today that the Gos- 
pel may go forth to all people and in 
every place sinners may be saved and 
Thy people strengthened in the way of 
Christian discipleship. To the sick and 
afflicted grant appropriate help and 
mercy. To the sorrowing give comfort 
and to the perplexed, light and leading. 
Be to us our guide and strength in do- 
ing Thy will and serving Thy Son, and 


may His Kingdom triumph soon, we 


pray in His name. Amen. 

After the Lesson—When God said to 
Joshua, “Arise, go over this Jordan,” He 
seemed to be commanding the impossi- 
ble. The river was overflowing and its 
passage dangerous. Moreover, it was not 
just the army but the whole nation with 
its women and children who were called 





HAVE FAITH IN GOD 
WITH HIS COMMAND 


GOES ENABLING 

to cross Jordan and that in the face of 
possible armed fesistance. To man it 
seemed impossible, but nothing is too 
hard for God. So, when Israel obeyed, 
God did a wonder in drying up the 
flooding river so that all passed over on 
dry ground and,the impossible was ac- 
complished. 

People fear to become Christians, 
thinking it impossible in their circum- 
stances. Christians, called to some seem- 
ingly impossible undertaking, often 
shrink back; but when God calls, noth- 
ing is impossible. Hudson Taylor used 
to say God’s work is in three stages: (1) 
Impossible! (2) Difficult! (3) Done! In 
1865 he launched the China Inland Mis- 
sion to take the Gospel to eleven prov- 
inces of inland China still unevange- 
lized. It looked impossible, but once at- 
tempted became simply difficult, and af- 
ter years of faithful effort getting the 
Gospel to unreached inland China was 
accomplished. 

Wheh God calls you to go over some 
Jordan and it looks impossible, remem- 
ber Joshua, remember Hudson Taylor 
and the many more in olden and mod- 
ern times who have by faith in God 
attempted the impossible, found it only 
difficult, and stayed with it until done. 
Like them, have faith in God and move 
out to obey Him, and you will find as 
they did that always with His commands 
go His enablings. 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . . take thee Joshua ...a man 
in whom is the spirit .. .” (Num. 27:18). 
—When Moses was informed by God that 
he was going to see the Promised Land 
from the top of the mountain and then 
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be gathered unto his people, his one 
desire was that a man should be’ set 
over the congregation who would lead 
them’ as a shepherd leads his flock. 

The Lord was pleased to answer such 
an unselfish request. He had His man 
picked out—a man who had been tried 
and found faithful. 

The prime requisite of a shepherd- 
hearted leader is the unquestioned 
possession of the Spirit of God, for it is 
the Spirit who qualifies a man for such 
leadership. 

Not only do the sheep know when 
they have a Spirit-led leader but even 
pagans seem to sense it. Pharaoh said 
concerning Joseph, “Can we find such 
a one as this is, a man in whom the 
Spirit of God is?” (Gen. 41:38.) 

Belshazzar did not express himself 
as clearly concerning Daniel as Pharaoh 
did of Joseph, but he used the expres- 
sion, “the spirit of the gods is in thee” 
(Dan. 5:14). 

In this dispensation, every believer 
is sealed and indwelt by the Holy Spirit 
(Eph. 1:13). “Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his” (Rom. 8:9). But believers are ex- 
horted to be “filled with the Spirit” 
(Eph. 5:18). 

It is both interesting and profitable 
to notice that when the apostles wanted 
men to “serve tables,” they commis- 
sioned “men of honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom” (Acts 6:3). 

If only such men were commissioned 
to leadership in the Church today, what 
feeding and care the sheep would re- 
ceive! 

An Indian had attended a service 
one Sunday morning. The sermon, with- 
out real spiritual food, had been very 
loud in spots. When asked how he had 
liked the sermon, he said, “High wind, 
big thunder, no rain!” 

It is a pity that some groups com- 
mission men to be leaders who do not 
even believe in the personality of the 
Holy Spirit! 

“Every place that the sole of your 
foot shall tread upon, that have I given 
unto you...” (Josh. 1:3).—The land 
was God’s gift to them. They were to 
enter into it and possess their posses- 
sions. Seeing the land was not entering 
into it, or making it their own. They 
were to “arise” and “go over this 
Jordan”! 

“All is ours in Christ,” says H. Forbes 
Witherby, in his volume on Joshua, 
“but such of our blessings only are 
ours, in our spiritual apprehension, as 
we have gained by the Spirit’s teach- 
ing. Real possession becomes the por- 
tion of those who by individual con- 
test, step by step, have won ground. 
Are we ready to say, ‘How little have 
I covered with the sole of my foot; 
how small is the area that I have really 
wen’? . . . Foot-possessors in the church 
of God are comparatively few. Many 
are geographers, who tan map out the 
varied doctrines of the Bible; few are 
travelers, who describe what this and 
that blessing is, having themselves 
found its preciousness.” 

“There shall not any man be able 
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to stand before thee .. .” (Josh. 1:5).— 
Thé Lord had informed the people in 
advance that the land was inhabited 
by nations greater and mightier than 
they. And they had heard from the 
spies who had searched the land that 
there were giants there. But what does 
it matter how strong the enemies are 
so long as the Lord had promised, “I 
will be with thee: I will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee.” 

Christians today have strong and 
mighty enemies—the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil. And there is a long, 
black catalog of frightful things as “trib- 
ulatien, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword” 
(Rom. 8:35). 

Such things have a tendency to make 
us afraid; but over against them, we 
have these words, “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” Also this 
assurance, “Greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world” (1 John 
4:4). 

We used to sing a hymn by Samuel 
Barnard, which I have not heard in a 
long while: 

Jehovah is our strength, 

And He shall’ be our song; 

We shall o’ercome at length, 

Although our foes be strong: 


In vain then Satan doth oppose, 
For God is stronger than His foes! 


“Be strong and of a good courage 

. .” (Josh. 1:9).—The Lord had given 
Joshua the unfailing secret of prosper- 
ity and good success: reading, medita- 
ting, and observing the things written 
in the book of the Law; i.e., the Pen- 
tateuch—Genesis through Deuteronomy. 

Today we have those who are called 
Rightists and those called Leftists, but 
Joshua was told, “Turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left.” A straight 
line of obedience was to be followed 
by him—and by us. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, God has been choosing 
~ leaders down through the centuries. 
Our lesson today concerns His choice of 
Joshua to take Moses’ place. It was, at 
that moment, the highest position on 
earth the Lord had to offer any man, 
and it is interesting to note the one 
qualification for it which the Lord men- 
tioned—a quality which Joshua pos- 
sessed in full measure. “And the Lord 
said uato Moses, Take thee Joshua the 
son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, 
and lay thine hand upon him” (Num. 
27:18). 

“A man in whom_is the spirit.” What 
does that mean? Joshua was a good 
scout and a fearless one, as shown when 
he and Caleb dared to enter Canaan, 
break down the walled cities, and drive 
out the giants, while the other ten spies 
quaked in their boots at the thought of 
it. But the Lord did not say anything 
about his being a good scout. It was 
Joshua’s spirit that qualified. Joshua was 
a valiant soldier, a general with strat- 
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Lesson for June 1 


egy in war, as witness how he routed 
the Amalekites at Rephidim. But the 
Lord did not mention his prowess as a 
military man. It was his spirit. Joshua 
was a prince of the tribe of Ephraim, 
and its head, a descendant of Joseph, 
choicest of the twelve sons of Jacob, but’ 
the Lord did not mention his genealogy. 
Joshua had the spirit that the Lord 
wanted. And now let us see what that 
spirit was. It was loyalty, in obedience 
to God’s laws; absolute belief in God’s 
promises; readiness to adventure for 
God at any cost or hazard; unfaltering 
expectation to succeed. 

And how did God “brief” him for that 
leadership? Look: “Moses my servant 
is dead; now therefore arise, go over 
this Jordan, thou, and all this people, 
unto the land which I do give to them 
... Every place that the sole of your 
foot shall tread upon, that have I given 
unto you, as I said unto Moses. . . . There 
shall not any man be able to stand be- 
fore thee all the days of thy life: as I 
was with Moses, so I will be with thee: 
I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee... . 
Only be thou strong and very coura- 


geous, that thou mayest observe to do ° 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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according to all the law, which Moses 
my servant commanded thee: turn not 
from it to the right hand or to the left 
. .. This book of the law shall not de- 
part out of thy mouth; but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to 
all that is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success” 
(Josh. 1:2, 3, 5, 7, 8; italics mine). 

Listen, fellows, God is still looking for 
leaders. Old men and middle-aged 
leaders ‘are dying every day. Their 
places must be filled. Teen-agers of to- 
day will be God’s leaders of tomorrow 
if they qualify and are willing to train 
for it. But it will be the spirit that 
counts. Not riches, not athletic strength 
and skill, not brilliant talent and high 
education, not family prestige, not 
“pull” in high places, but faith in God’s 
promises and loyalty to His Word—that 
is your pathway into high service and 
the priceless privilege of being a yoke- 
fellow with Jesus Christ. 

No matter whence you come, you can 
have the spirit if you ask for it. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
s 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IHERYL, suppose you ask us the first 
four questions on our memory cards 
before we pass them out. Good. Today’s 
question is, “Will we have to meet God 
some day?” Read the answer, “Every 
one of us shall give account of himself 
to: God” (Rom. 14:12). The unsaved will 
have to stand before the great white 
throne to be judged for their sins. We 
who are saved will not face that judg- 
ment because our Saviour has taken 
our sins away. But we will stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ to give ac- 
count of what we have done with our 
lives since we were saved. O that we 
may be able to give that account with 
joy! Moses will, and so will Joshua. 
A week ago our lesson was from the 
Book of Deuteronomy which contains 
Moses’ last message to the Israelites. 
With all the force of his being, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, Moses urgéd 
God’s people to obey Him. 

Although Moses was one of His great- 
est servants, God did not let him lead 
the Israelites into the Promised Land 
because on one occasion Moses had dis- 
obeyed Him. Moses prayed earnestly 
that God would let him go into the land, 
but God said to him, “Speak no more 
unto me of this matter” (Deut. 3:26). 
And Moses obeyed. He did not say: “It 
isn’t fair. I’ve given my life to leading 
the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan, 
and now I can’t even enter the land my- 
self. I’ve served Thee faithfully for 
many years, and just disobeyed that 
one time when the people were so pro- 
voking! It’s a terrible disappointment to 
me.” 

Read what Moses did say in Numbers 
27:15-17. Was not that noble? He did 
not say one word here about his own 
disappointment. He only asked the Lord 
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to appoint a successor for him so that 
God’s people might not be as sheep 
without a shepherd. Why do you think 
Moses’ first thought was for the wel- 
fare of Israel rather than of his own 
disappointment? (Because he was un- 
selfish.) He certainly was. Moses loved 
God and God’s people more than he 
loved himself. And he realized the 
greatness and holiness of God more than 
perhaps any other man who has ever 
lived. He had talked with God face to 
face and God had revealed to him di- 
rect, all the wonderful things of which 
we read in the Book of Genesis. Who 
can name the “Landmarks of Genesis”? 
(Creation, The Fall, The Flood, Babel, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.) 
Correct. 

Read Numbers 27:18-20 to see whom 
God appointed to be the next leader of 
Israel. Who was Joshua? (One of the 
believing spies.) Right. He was to be 
solemnly commissioned as Moses’ suc- 
cessor so that the Israelites would obey 
him. Then Moses was to die and Joshua 
to have the honor of leading the Israel- 
ites into the land. 

But although Moses died without, en- 
tering the land, he was given the high 
privilege, fifteen hundred years later, 
of standing on top of a mount within 
its borders. He was there, along with 
Elijah, when our Saviour was trans- 
figured. And these two honored servants 
of the Lord talked with Him there. 

When Moses died, Joshua must have 
felt deeply the responsibility of leading 
Israel without him. Remember that 
there were giants in Canaan so big and 
powerful that the unbelieving spies had 
felt like grasshoppers before them. 
There were cities with walls around 
them so thick that houses could be built 
on top of them. The Israelites were not 
a band of well-trained soldiers. They 
were a company of freed slaves, travel- 
ing with their wives and children, their 
flocks and herds. They could easily have 
been wiped out by the Canaanites except 
for—we will see what that was as we 
read Joshua 1:1-9. (The promises of 
God. The presence of God.) Right. The 
case of the Israelites would have been 
hopeless, but for God. However, when 
He was with them, the case of their 
enemies was the hopeless one. 

How much of the land of Palestine 
did God promise Joshua in verse 3? (As 
much as they were able to walk over.) 
That reminds me of God’s promises to 
us. 

What special instructions were given 
to Joshua? (He was to read God’s Word, 
think about it, and obey it. He was to 
be brave, because God would be with 
him wherever he went.) Do you think 
these instructions are meant for us, too? 
(Yes.) They certainly are. We are told 
to study God’s Word and to be doers of 
it. We, too, have the promise of God’s 
presence wherever He leads us. So let 
us go forward courageously with Him 
in obedience to His Word, and we, too, 
will enter the*heavenly Canaan. 


This ty we are learning the Catechism 
Card, ““Man's Responsibility to God"’ ( a d0z., post- 
paid, from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash.) 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


The Value of Good Company.—Thou 
shalt put some of thine honour upon 
him (Num. 27:20). A young man came 
to London bearing a letter of introduc- 
tion to Baron Rothschild with the re- 
quest that he would give him employ- 
ment. The great banker received him 
warmly, but expressed his regret that he 
had no position for him. As the young 
man was leaving, the baron ‘put on his 
hat and walked along with him, point- 
ing out the various objects of interest. 
Passing the bank, the rich man went in 
to transact some business. Afterward 
the young man applied at that very bank 
for work, and was asked: “Are you not 
the young man who was walking with 
the baron this morning? Well, you were 
in good company; and since we need a 
young man, we will consider that a suf- 
ficient recommendation.”—From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


God’s Choice.—Now after the death of 
Moses the servant of the Lord it came 
to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua 
the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, say- 
ing .,. . (Josh. 1:1). A young woman, 
who was under appointment for foreign 
missionary work, related at a missionary 
meeting that a friend asked her why 
she decided to become a missionary. 
Her reply was: “I did not have to choose. 
The choice was God’s.”"—Heard at the 
meeting. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


“My Joshua.”—Now therefore arise, go 
over this Jordan, thou, and all this peo- 
ple, unto the land which I do give to 
them (Josh. 1:2). 


O that I might at once go up! 
No more on this side Jordan stop, 
But now the land ‘possess; 
This moment end my legal years, 
Sorrows, and sins, and doubts, and fears, 
A howling wilderness. 


Now, O my Joshua, bring me in; 
Cast out Thy foes; the inbred sin, 
The carnal mind, remove; 
The purchase of Thy death divide! 
Give me with all the sanctified 
The heritage of love! 
—O. Wesley 


Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Never Alone.—As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with thee (Josh. 1:5). A 
fine young athlete was considering for- 
eign missions as a life work. He was 
asked to open a new field in a far distant 
land. He hesitated and said, “I just can’t 
bring myself to go out there alone.” 
“Would you go there,” he was asked, 
“with a man like David Livingstone?” 
“Yes,” he replied. “Would,you go there 
with a man like Dan Crawford?” “Yes, 
I'd be glad to.” “Then why not go with 
Jesus Christ?” Jesus calls us not to a 


life of loneliness, but to a life of com- 
panionship with Him in His work. What 
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He actually says is, “Come, and we will 
do it together.” One of the most pre- 
cious, therefore, of all our Master’s 
names, is Immanuel.—From the United 
Presbyterian. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Not Here To Play.—Only be thou 
strong and very courageous (Josh. 1:7). 
Be strong! 
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift, 
We have hard work to do, and loads to lift. 
Shun not the struggle; face it. 'Tis God’s 
gift. 
Be strong! 
Say not the days are evil,—Who’s to blame? 
And fold the hands and acquiesce,—Oh, 
shame! 
Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God's 
name. 
Be strong! 


how deep intrenched the 


It matters not 
wrong, 
How hard the battle goes, the day, how long. 
Faint not, fight on! Tomorrow comes the 

song. 
—Maltbie D. Babcock 


Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Meditation and Revelation.—Thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night 
(Josh. 1:8). When the Westminster As- 
sembly met in 1643 to draw up the 
Shorter Catechism, all the members 
shrank from answering the question, 
“What is God?” In their dilemma they 
called on the Rev. George Gillespie, 
newly appointed from Scotland and the 
youngest minister present, to offer 
prayer for guidance in their perplexity. 
He began: “O God, who art a Spirit, 
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in 
Thy being, wisdom, power, holiness, jus- 
tice, goodness, truth—hear our prayer!” 
All were impressed by his language, 
feeling that these were the very words 
the question required for an answer. It 
stands today in the Catechism. Much 
meditation in the Scriptures had given 
him the vocabulary of revelation—From 
Prophecy. Sent by the Rev. Norman 
Hillyer, Crouch Hill, London, Eng. 


In the Hands of a Sure Guide and 
Strong Deliverer—Be strong and of a 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be 
thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest 
(Josh. 1:9, Golden Text). 


Thy way is in the sea—the pathless, track- 
less ocean, 
With heaving billows, vast and unknown 
deeps ; 
And Thou, God of my life, Thou art my pilot, 
I trust my all to Thee, who slumbers not 
nor sleeps. 
And if the storm should rise, with billows 
overwhelming, 
Thy voice can still the raging of the foam. 
Thy love can calm each fear my peace dis- 
turbing, 
Thy hand will steer my frail bark safely 
Home. 
—G. Mitchell 


Sent by J. F. Twilley, Southend, Essex, 
Eng. 


x 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
A New Leader (Josh. 1:1-3, 7-9) 


ORTY years, a prince in Egypt; 

forty years, a shepherd in Midian; 
forty years, a leader of two million peo- 
ple in the wilderness of Sinai—who was 
it? How old would that make Moses? 
(Deut. 34:7.) He was still strong and 
vigorous. Yet God would not let him go 
into the Promised Land. When the 
people had grumbled, Moses had not 
shown the patience and grace that God 
expected of him as leader. Have you 
read that story? (Num. 20: 1-13.) 

A new leader had to be chosen. Did 
the people choose him, or did Moses? 
No, God Himself. (Read Num. 27: 18-20.) 
You have heard of Joshua before. (Re- 
view the story of the twelve spies.) 
Joshua was born back in the days of 
slavery. in Egypt. (Follow his career on 
the class map.) No doubt his back had 
ached from making bricks and lifting 
them into place on the great buildings 
being made. He had to work with his 
brain, too. In days when few had an 
education, he. was taught to read and 
write and keep records. Perhaps his fa- 
ther taught him, perhaps some strict 
schoolmaster. His education and leader- 
ship in his tribe (Num. 13:2) may have 
made him an underofficer in the build- 
ing construction; perhaps he felt the 
heavy lashes of the taskmaster’s whip 
when enough bricks could not be made 
without straw (Exod. 5:14-17). 


Out in the wilderness after the peo- 
ple were free from Egypt, Moses chose 
Joshua to be the general in the first 
battle that was fought (Exod. 17:8-16). 
Joshua may have first learned on that 
day that it was not his own cleverness 
that brought victory. Joshua was Moses’ 
assistant and went up with him to 
Mount Sinai when Moses received the 
Ten Commandments and the directions 
for the Tabernacle (24:13), and came 
down with him forty days later (32:17). 
Joshua stayed in the tent where God’s 
presence rested before the Tabernacle 
was built and Aaron was made the 
priest (33:11). At the spies’ .report in 
Kadesh, Joshua proved he dared stand 
for God against the crowds. For forty 
years during the wilderness wanderings 
he was constantly with the great Moses, 
learning to be a leader by following in- 
structions. 

Then came the day of Joshua’s ap- 
pointment. Finally Moses’ death left 
Joshua as the Number One man, with 
full power to guide thousands of people. 
Yet he was not his own boss! God was 
his leader, and he waited for directions. 
(Read Josh. 1:1-3, 7-9.) It was a big 
responsibility! “Be brave,” said God 
over and over. To fight? to boss all 
these people? Be brave to do what God 
said! What would give Joshua success 
and victory? Not being brave to fight, 
but being brave to do everything just 
as God said in the Bible. 

Only a small Bible it was then— 
through Deuteronomy. But Joshua was 
to add one more Book to it. You will 
read some of his stories this week: 
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Lesson for June 1 


Joshua Chosen (Num. 27: 12-23); Moses’ 
Prayer and Answer (Deut. 3: 23-28; chap. 
34; Luke 9: 28-36); Joshua’s First Job as 
Leader (Josh. 1:1-11); Two Spies Pro- 
tected (chap. 2); Crossing the River 

(chaps. 3; 4); Capture of Jericho (chap. 
6); The First Defeat (chap. 7). Are you 
as faithful in your Bible reading as God 
told Joshua to be? “Meditate therein day 
and night.” Remember what Moses 
said, too (Deut. 6:7). 

“Be strong and of a good courage; be 
not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the Lord thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest” (Josh. 1:9, 
Memory Verse. Place on the poster by 
the picture of the Lord.) What other 
verses about being brave have we 
learned? 

Let us ask Joshua for his rules for 
success as a leader. (List on the black- 
board.) (1) Make the most of your 
school studies. (2) Dare to stand alone 
for God. (3) Be a helper of a leader. 
(4) Study the Bible and obey it. 

Orono, MAINE. ~ 


Ss 
For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ET us suppose that you were the 
L captain of your baseball team. 
Yours was a good team and you, as cap- 
tain, were proud of your team. But sup- 
pose you fell and broke your leg and 
had to be in the hospital for several 
weeks, so that you could not lead your 
team. What would happen? For one 
thing, a new captain would have to be 
chosen to take your place. That new 
captain would want to know how best 
to guide the team. So he would prob- 
ably come to you to ask for suggestions. 
You, because of your love for your team, 
would surely give him the ideas that 
you have and help him in every possible 
way. 

In the very, very long ago, Moses was 
“captain” of his team. That is to say 
that he was the one whom God had 
chosen to lead His people out of their 
slavery in Egypt. God had performed 
miracle after miracle in order to move 
His people from that foreign land. He 
used Moses to guide the people. For 
many long years (forty of them) Moses, 
as captain of the team, led the people of 
God. Once, though, Moses did something 
he should not have done. (Teacher, see 
Num. 20:7-13.) It was simply that he 
did not believe God as he should have 
done. Unbelief is sin—sin which God 
hates, Because of that sin, God said 
Moses could not be the one who would 
finally guide the people into the Land 
of Promise. Someone else was to be- 
come the captain. (We who are leaders 
Should certainly see to it that we al- 
ways believe God. “Lord, I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief,” should be our daily 
prayer.) 

When God’s people got to the very 
edge of their homeland, Captain Moses 
called to him the man whom God had 
chosen to replace him. He was to be- 
Come the new captain. His name was 
Joshua. Moses put his hand on Joshua’s 
head and, before all of God’s people, 
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told Joshua that he was the one whom 
God had chosen to be the new cap- 
tain (Num. 27:15-23). Moses instructed 
Joshua how to lead the “team” of God’s 
people. Moses, you may ~ be sure, was 
not jealous of Captain Joshua. Actually, 
Moses himself had asked God to give 
another leader for His people at the 
time that God told Moses that he could 
not take them into their homeland (v. 


17). He did not want the people of God~ - 


to be as “sheep which have no shep- 
herd.” 

There was to be one way in which 
Joshua would be different from Moses. 
God talked to Moses face to face (Exod. 
33:11). When God had a message for 
His people, He gave it directly.to Moses. 
When Joshua became captain, God 
said that He would not speak to him as 
He had done to Moses. Joshua, God said, 
would go to the priest, the ruler of the 
house of God, when He wanted God’s 
message (Num. 27:21). At the very be- 
ginning of Joshua’s work, however, he 
did have a message from God. How he 
received it, we do not know. But this 
is what God said: “Cross over the River 
Jordan and go into the land which I 
have given to my people. Each place 
that your foot touches is yours. I have 
given it to you. ... As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with you” (Josh. 1:2, 3, 5, 
paraphrased). 

How glad we are that Captain Joshua 
believed God and obeyed Him! God 
knew, of course, how hard to manage 
were His people. Often they had dis- 
pleased Him. So He told Joshua, “Be 
strong and of a good courage ... be 
strong and very courageous” (Josh. 1: 
6, 7). Then God added that Joshua 
would have something that Moses had 
never had. “This book of the law shall 
not depart out of thy mouth.” What was 
God saying? “My words are now in 
writing.” Moses, before his death, had 
written a book that now forms the 
first five books of our Bible. This book, 
known as the Law, was to be Joshua’s 
companion. He was to study it and 
think about it (meditate) day and 
night, making certain that he obeyed 
all that was written. “For then,” God 
said, “thou shalt make thy way pros- 
perous, and then thou shalt have good 
success . . . Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid . . . for the Lord 
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest” (vv. 8, 9). 

Joshua led the people of God as God 
had said, and next week we will learn 
more about that. Until then, and always, 
let us study God’s Word earnestly, as 
Joshua did. 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


x 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 383) 


1. “God is salvation.” 

2. In the battle with Amalek (Exod. 
17: 8-16). 

3.. Moses’ minister (servant). 

4. His faithfulness as one of the 
twelve spies (Num. 14:30, 38). 

5. Moses (Num. 27: 18-23). 
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COLOR SLIDES 


80 Bible Lands Views (with commentary) 
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6. Ephraim (Num. 13:8). 

7. (1) Lebanon, (2) Euphrates, (3) 
Mediterranean, (4) the Hittites (Josh. 1: 
4). 

8. Dividing the land among the tribes 
(Josh. 1:6). 

9. Meditation in the book of the Law 
(v. 8). 

10. As much as he would set foot on 
(v. 3). 

ExLMuourst, ILL. 

s 


(Continued from second page) 

son, thine only son Isaac” (Gen. 22:2). 
So he took him, and together they 
mounted the hill. We hear the boy say- 
ing to the father, “Behold the fire and 
the wood: but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?” And we hear Abraham 
say, “My son, God will provide himself 
a lamb .. .” but if not, the program is 
going to be carried out; there is still 
going to be a sacrifice; my purpose is 
undeterred; my obedience to God’s com- 
mand is unaltered; my devotion to His 
will is entirely unmoved; even if He 
does not provide a lamb, and I have to 
put my son to the knife and to the fire. 
That is the secret of God’s blessing to 
the nations through Abraham—His 
faithfulness. 

We see it again in Job, a man who 
had lost everything: his home is gone; 
his friends are against him; his health is 
impaired. He sits there mourning; and 
yet beneath the mourning there is a note 
of triumph. He says in effect: “But if 
not, though He slay me, yet will I trust 
Him. Even if He does not bring me out 
to the place where I may behold His 
face in righteousness, I shall still trust 
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Him. I know that my Redeemer liveth.” 

We see this same spirit in John the 
Baptist. He is in prison. He wa’ per- 
suaded of Christ’s identity and mission. 
He stood for the most complete self- 
effacement the world has ever seen. 
“Behold the Lamb of God,” he said, 
pointing to Jesus, and rejoicing when 
his own disciples left him to follow 
Christ. He was a man who knew the 
power of God in his life, for from his 
birth he had been filled with the Holy 
Ghost. His faithfulness was put to such 
severe test in the prison house on the 
shores of the Dead Sea as we have 
never known, and never can know. He 
sent his disciples to Jesus, to the one 
who said He had come to liberate the 
prisoner, and yet here is one of His 
most loyal friends whom He does not 
liberate. “Art thou he that should 
come?” he asks (Matt. 11:3). “But if you 
are not, then I am still going on to look 
for another; for the promises of God 
cannot be broken.” 

We think of Paul, too. Oh, those won- 
derful declarations of his faith! Noth- 
ing can “separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Rom. 8:39). “In all these things 
we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). “Thanks 
be unto God, which always causeth us 
to triumph in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14). And 
Paul ended—where? In a _ prison! 
Chained to two Roman soldiers. Surely 
Paul had this “But if not” spirit in him. 

But there is Someone else, one greater 
than Abraham, and Job, and John the 
Baptist, and Paul. The blessed Lord 
Jesus Himself. There yonder in the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane, He cries, “O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me: nevertheless not as I 
will, but as thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39). 
That is the spirit that made the world’s 
redemption an accomplished fact. This 
is the spirit, and the only spirit, that in- 
sures victory beyond anything we can 
conceive. 

May this be our spirit, in view of all 
that the future may hold, in view of all 
the mystery that may becloud our path- 
way; when our prayers, instead of being 
speedily answered, are delayed of an- 
swer; when those things we thought God 
must do for us, He still keeps us wait- 
ing for. May God help each one of us 
to say, “But if not, I will still go on 
trusting Him.” The world is powerless 
before the man who actually laughs at 
its threats, because he knows what they 
are worth, and who goes into the fire 
for God with a song in his heart. It can- 
not light a fire, however vehement its 
flame, that can do more than burn up 
that man’s bonds, and bring him into 
greater liberty. Let us reaffirm this same 
sure note in the presence of God. “O 
God, I am expecting Thee to make all 
things new with one word of Thy 
power. But if not, if Thou dost keep me 
waiting, if Thou dost discipline me into 
patience, and correct my misconceptions 
by Thy wisdom, I here and now cov- 
enant with Thee, my Lord, that I am 
Thine utterly and absolutely, for time 
and for eternity. And Thou art mine, 
my Saviour, my Master, and my King.” 
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Visiting Alaskan Cities 
Along the Inland Passage 


HE scenery along the inland water. 
ways to Skagway, Alaska, is magnif- 
icent. This is not all of the attraction 
of such a cruise, because the relaxation 
and the comforts aboard the Canadian 
Pacific’s S.S. Princess Louise add much 
to the joy of such a vacation, as well as 
visits to interesting ports along the way. 
Prince Rupert, Juneau, Wrangel, and 
Ketchikan will be visited. Ketchikan 
is Alaska’s “first city,” 662 miles north 
of Seattle, and is on the western shore 
of Revillagidego Island, o -erlooking 
beautiful Tongass Narrows. Homes 
built on the hillside command a spec- 
tacular view of the islands, sea, and 
waterfront activities. The Kyan Indians 
once owned the land in the vicinity and, 
in fact, about 500, out of a population of 
approximately 6,000, still live there. 
Commercial fishing is the main in- 
dustry, and the harbor will be filled 
with all kinds of fishing boats. These 
boats land annually about 20,000,000 
pounds of salmon and halibut. In addi- 
tion, about 30,000,000 pounds of salmon 
are caught in traps and by seine boats, 
all of which are used in the canneries of 
the city. Ketchikan is regarded as hav- 
ing probably the largest outfitting fleet 
for halibut fishing in the world. 


Ketchikan has the world’s finest totem 
poles. Not too much is known about 
totem poles. The old natives refuse to 
tell much, and the younger natives 
claim they do not know. It can be 
said, however, that totem poles were 
never used as idols, or worshiped. 
Rather, they were revered because they 
carry the tribal emblem. Owing to the 
tides, it is likely the tour party will 
arrive at Ketchikan in the evening. 
Stores will be open, however, stocked 
with many Alaskan curios, original ce- 
ramics of Alaska clay, miniature totem 
poles, and the like, for the travelers’ 
interest and possible purchase. There 
will also be time to stroll about this 
picturesque fishing capital of Alaska. 


The Christian Fellowship Tour this 
year leaves Chicago, June 23, returning 
thereto July 15. Many other interesting 
and beautiful things will be seen. A 
day and a night will be spent at both 
Banff and Lake Louise; three and one- 
half days in the Grand Teton and Yel- 
lowstone National Parks; two days and 
two nights in lovely Victoria, B. C.; a 
great railroad trip through a tip of 
Alaska and British Columbia into the 
Yukon, past snow-capped mountain 
peaks, many miles of which will be 
along the eastern shore of the brilliant, 
transparent waters of Lake Bennett, all 
of which will add to the joys and pleas- 
ures of this finest of vacations. Sight- 
seeing trips in Seattle, Vancouver, Vic- 
toria, and Juneau are also included. 

If you are interested, send a card to 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, asking for the folder 
giving rates and details. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger wili be with the tour throughout 
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Children at Home 


A Treasure 
Founded on Fact 


By Hilda V. Richardson 


664 WISH something interesting would 

] happen today,” said Manuel, push- 
ing his big sombrero to the back of his 
head and taking a deep breath of the 
fresh morning air. 

“Such as what?” asked Juan his 
brother as they drove their father’s 
sheep over twisting, narrow trails to 
mountain pastures. 

“Finding a treasure would suit me 
fine,” answered Manuel. “Seems like all 
we do is take the sheep to pasture in 
the morning and bring them back at 
night.” 

Manuel and Juan lived in a crafts 
village in Mexico. The village had about 
forty adobe houses painted. yellow, 
green, pink, and blue. The villagers 
made serapes (men’s shoulder blankets) 
of wool from their sheep, woven into 
stripes or Aztec designs. The serapes 
were taken by burro cart along the 
mountain path to the nearest city and 
sold in the market place. 

The shadows of evening were length- 
ening between the mountains as Manuel 
and Juan trudged homeward, weary af- 
ter their long day. Their dog trotted be- 
hind the sheep to keep them moving. 

Suddenly Manvel stopped when his 
shoe touched something on the path. 
He stooped down and picked it up. “A 
book!” he cried in surprise. 

Juan hurried cléser to look over his 
shoulder. “It is very worn,” he said. “It 
«must have been read a lot.” 

“It may be a very important book,” 
said Manuel, handling the book gently. 
“The owner must be looking for it right 
now.” 

_ “Maybe we will find him,” suggested 
Juan. 

Carefully Manuel put the book inside 
his shirt and continued homeward. 

Manuel showed the book to their par- 
ents. “It is full of many words,” said 
their mother. 

“I wish I could read the words,” 
sighed Manuel longingly. 

“The only person in our village who 
can read is Antonio,” said Father. “He 
learned to read in the city.” 

Early the next day, Juan took the 
sheep to pasture alone while Manuel 
hurried to Antonio’s house. “I found a 
book on a mountain path,” he explained. 
“It must be an important book because 
it is so worn with use.” 

“Indeed it is,” agreed Antonio, as his 
worn hands thumbed through the pages 
of the book. 

“What does it say?” Manuel asked, 
his dark eyes alight with eagerness. 

Antonio opened the book and began 
to read some of the words underlined 
with red pencil, “For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23). 

“Keep on reading,” pleaded Manuel. 

Antonio found other words under- 
lined with red pencil, “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
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begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life” (John 3:16). 

“Please read more,” 
breathlessly. 

“For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved” 
(John 3:17), read Antonio, holding the 
book close to his eyes. 

“Go on,” begged Manuel. 

“The print is very small and my eyes 
are not'so good. I will read more to- 
morrow,” promised Antonio. 

Each day after Manuel and Juan had 
brought home the sheep and had their 
supper of tortilla and beans, they hur- 
ried to Antonio’s house, carrying the 
important book. Each day other vil- 
lagerg joined the procession till there 
was a large group who came to listen 
hungrily to the words Antonio read 
from the important book. 

As Manuel and Juan were out with 
the sheep they talked about the words 
that Antonio had read the night before. 

“The important book says everyone 
has sin in his heart,” said Manuel 
thoughtfully, a worried look on his 
brown face. “I’d like to get rid of sin 
in my heart.” 

“Jesus came to take sin away, but I 
don’t understand it,” said Juan, puzzled. 

“I wish we had someone to explain 
it to us,” went on Manuel, finishing the 
last bite of lunch and wiping his mouth 
on the back of his hand. 

All the time Manuel, Juan, and the 
other villagers had been listening to 
Antonio read from the important book, 
a young traveling missionary had no 
Bible with which to do his work. His 
Bible had slipped out of his saddlebag 
somewhere along the mountain path as 
he traveled from one village to another. 
The only thing that made it possible 
for him to continue his work without 
his Bible was because he had memo- 
rized many verses. They were “hid in 
his heart” for such a time as this. He 
repeated them many times as he told 
the story of Jesus everywhere he went. 

After several weeks of traveling and 
teaching he followed a mountain path 
that led him to the crafts village where 
serapes were made. It was evening 
when he rpde into the village, his 
horses’ hoofs clattering along the stony 
road. He was in the habit of inquiring 
at each village, “Has anyone found a 
Bible?” 

The answers had been, “No, Sefior, 
nobody in this village has found a Bi- 
ble.” But tonight the answer was a happy 
surprise, “Si, Sefior. Come.” It was Man- 
uel’s father who led him to Antonio’s 
house. 

The young missionary’s heart was 
thrilled at the sight he saw, a crowd of 
people gathered around an elderly man 
reading from his Bible. 

“Is that your Bible?” Manuel’s father 
pointed. “My son found it on the moun- 
tain path. Antonio is the only one in 
the village who can read. He reads the 
words of the book each evening. It is a 
good book.” 

When Antonio had finished reading, 
Manuel’s father explained to the crowd: 


said Manuel 
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“This is the owner of the book. He lost 
it while traveling the mountain path.” 

“Such a wonderful book!” exclaimed 
one. 

“We love the words of the book!” said 
another. 

“We want to know how to get rid of 
sin in our hearts,” said Manuel, eagerly. 

The missionary was glad to explain. 
“The Bible says we all have sin in our 
heart. Jesus came to take the sin out of 
our hearts so He can live there Himself. 
All you have to do is ask Jesus into 
your heart and He will take away 
your sin and become your Saviour.” 

“IT want Jesus to come into my heart 
and take my sin away,” said Manuel, 
earnestly. 

Many others followed, saying, “I, too, 
want Jesus to take my sins away so he 
can live in my heart.” 

“We will build a church to read the 
important book in,” they agreed the day 
the missionary was leaving their vil- 
lage. 

“IT am going to give you my Bible,” 
offered the missionary. “It has brought 
you so much happiness. I can get an- 
other at the mission school.” 

The missionary was happy as he 
waved good-by; Manuel was happy be- 
cause he was going to the mission school 
to study the Bible so he could come 
back to the village and explain it in 
the new church. The group of villagers 
were happy because they had Jesus in 
their hearts. 

“Life is interesting now and the peo- 
ple are happy because your important 
book brought Jesus to our village,” said 
Manuel, his heart overflowing with joy. 
“I really did find a treasure the day I 
found the book!” 


Santa Cruz, CALIF. 
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“BA Little Child Shall Lead Them” 
(Continued from page 381) 


more later, I met the pastor of the little 
church where Tommie went to Sunday 
school. He told me the following inci- 
dent: 

While he was in his study in the back 
of the church one evening, he heard a 
loud knocking at the door. Upon open- 
ing the door, a pale, excited young 
woman stood there. With trembling lips 
she told him she had watched for the 
light in his study for two or three days. 
She had to see him. Then, she said that 
a year or so ago, her little Tommie 
came home after Sunday school and 
told her that he had received Jesus into 
his heart. The change in his life and his 
testimony about receiving Jesus, brought 
such conviction that she could no longer 
put off accepting Him as her Saviour, 
too. Joy filled that room—and heaven, 
too—as they knelt together in prayer. 

The next Sunday this dear mother was 
received into the church as she testified 
to Christ’s saving grace. 

With tears in our eyes, and oblivious 
of those around us, Pastor —— and I 
rejoiced in God’s faithfulness. 


San Jacinto, CALIF. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 1 
1. Paul Called to Europe 
(Acts 16:6-10) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E begin this week a series of five 

topics, running through the month 
of June, under the over-all theme, “Let’s 
Go to Europe.” The reason given for 
this choice is that the World’s Christian 
Endeavor Convention will be held in 
Europe during the summer of 1958, and 
it is hoped that this series of topics will 
encourage interest in the Convention. 


A boy was once watching some ants 
at work. He placed a few grains of sugar 


on the ground for them to eat. Soon an © 


ant approached, but turned off another 
way. The boy put his finger in front of 
the ant, trying to steer it toward the 
Sugar, but it did not seem to understand. 
Instead, it ran hither and thither. Each 
time the boy would put his finger down 
and stop it from getting too far away, 
until finally the ant found what, to it, 
was a rich food supply. 
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Sometimes, God has to block His chil- 
dren and prevent them from doing this 
or that that may seem very good in or- 
der to direct them to something better. 
The verses chosen from Acts 16 for our 
topic show that Paul and Silas, on a 
second missionary journey, were re- 
visiting cities and towns in Asia Minor. 
You will find it helpful to borrow a 
good-sized map of Paul’s missionary 
journeys from one of the Sunday school 
classes in your school. If none is avail- 
able you might have one of your mem- 
bers draw a large-sized map on your 
blackboard using a Bible map as a 
guide. Use this map for your five meet- 
ings during the month of June. \ 


we 

Paul and Silas had journeyed through 
what we call Asia Minor and had 
reached the Roman provinces of Phry- 
gia and Galatia, and were planning to go 
on toward the north. However, the Holy 
Spirit indicated to them that they were 
not to do this (v. 6), and so they went on 
toward the west to the province of 
Mysia. Once again they were turned 
aside when they attempted to go north 
into Bithynia (v. 7), and they even- 
tually came to Troas at the western end 
of the Asia Minor peninsula. 


se 

While here, Paul saw in a vision, one 
night, a man of Macedonia who begged 
him, “Come over into Macedonia, and 
help’ us.” Macedonia was on the Greek 
peninsula in Europe, where Paul had 
never journeyed, but he understood this 
vision as meaning that the Lord was 
directing him to preach the Gospel in 
Macedonia, and so, scrapping his own 
plans, he obeyed God, and, with Silas, 
took a boat that carried him to Neapo- 
lis, and from there he went on to Phi- 
lippi, one of the chief cities of Mace- 
donia. We shall see, in succeeding weeks 
this month, how this leading to preach 
the Gospel in Europe was carried out. 


se 

Perhaps you have wondered, some- 
times, when you were trying, as far as 
you knew, to do your best for God, why 
it was that you met with disappoint- 
ment, and setback, and seemingly came 
up against a stone wall. The temptation 
is, in such times, to become discouraged 
and disheartened, and to say, “Oh, well, 
what is the use?” We are not told in 
God’s Word just why He did not reveal 
to Paul and Silas that they were to go 
into Macedonia when they started out 
on this second missionary journey. Cer- 
tainly He could have done so, had He 
wanted them to know this. Perhaps He 
wanted their faith to grow as He led 
them on step by step into the fullness 
of His will. 

se 

When we rebel and complain because 
God does not show us all that is in the 
future or when He blocks the things 
that we want to do, we miss a very 
great lesson of trust that our Heavenly 
Father would teach us. In times of de- 
lay, or when. our good plans are frus- 
trated, our part is to lay the whole mat- 
ter before God in prayer and ask Him to 
show us if it is our willfulness or failure 
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that has brought about the block. If 
He shows us that it is, then we should 
confess it to Him and ask His forgive- 
ness and correction. If He does not re- 
veal to us that the delay is caused 
through our own fault, then our part is 
to wait quietly until He opens the door 
in the direction He wants us to go, 
claiming His promise that “all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 
Our best is never good enough in the 
service of the Lord Jesus if it is not in 
accord with His will. We can count on 
Him to show us His best, if we will 
trust Him and be willing to wait pa- 
tiently for Him. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
x 


. For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





ony Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 26 to June 1 


Mon., May 26.—Deut. 31:1-6. 
Moses’ Farewell. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Moses went 
and spake these words unto all Israel.” 
Time moves all of us along to the 
moment of farewell. For the believer 
it is “far better.” Moses never regret- 
ted being called over into the land 
that is “fairer than day.” His visit to 
Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration 
was blissful. It is a mark of great wis- 
dom when one considers duly the time 
of departure. As Moses says, “O that 
they were wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider their lat- 
ter end” (Deut. 32:29). And the Psalm- 
ist also prayed, “So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom” (Psa. 90:12). Remember 
your approaching exit from this world. 
Pray for a good departure. 


Tues., May 27.—Num. 27:15-23. 
Joshua Commissioned. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Moses did as the 
Lord commanded him: and he took 
Joshua, and set him before Eleazar the 
priest, and before all the congregation: 
and he laid his hands upon him, and 
gave him a charge, as the Lord com- 
manded by the hand of Moses.” Your 
life’s labors must come to a close. A 
successor must take up your pastor’s 
ministry. A man fitted for the task 
will be called and set apart to take 
the work relinquished. Pray for God- 

chosen men for vacant pulpits. 


Wed., May 28.—Deut. 31:7, 8. 
Moses’ Charge to Joshua. 
PRAYER SvuccestTions: “Be strong and 
of a good courage.” The revival and 
conquest duties of Joshua were tremen- 
dous. Courage and strength from the 
Lord were twin necessities. Ministers 
need similar preparation for their con- 
quest “against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places” (see Eph. 
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“We’ve experienced the 
wonderful satisfaction and 
joy, too, that comes from 
having a part in winning 
the lost for Christ.” 
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6:12). The difficulties in bringing sin. 
ners to Christ and saints into sainthood 
are real. Paul emphasizes this in 2 Tim- 


othy 2:1: “Thou therefore, my son, be > 


strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.” Pray for all young preachers, 


Thurs., May 29.—Deut. 34:5-12. 
The Incomparable Moses, 
Prayer Succestions: “And there arose 
not a prophet since in Israel like unto 
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to 
face.” The Lord had short contacts with 
Adam, intermittent ones with prophets, 
but was on the most intimate terms with 
Moses. How intimate, we will let Him 
tell in His rebuke of Miriam and Aaron 
(Num. 12:1-15). His name will for- 
ever be on the lips of the redeemed 
in Heaven (Rev. 15:3). His name is 
also put alongside the name of the only 
begotten Son of God in John 1:17, in 
the great witness of John the Baptist. 
Unless people hear Moses, they will 
probably never listen to Christ (Luke 
16: 25-31). Pray for this fact to dawn 
upon many preachers. 


Fri., May 30.—Josh. 1:1-9. 
God’s Charge to Joshua. 
PrAYER SuGcestTions: “Be strong and 
of a good courage.” God here repeats 


the charge to Joshua given formerly 


through Moses (Deut. 31:7, 8). These are 
the twin needs of every minister of 
Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:1). They are 
doubled in God’s charge to Joshua like 
Pharaoh’s dreams were doubled “be- 
cause the thing is established by God” 
(Gen. 41:32). The apostles revealed 
their need for strength and courage in 
their prayer in Acts 4:29, 30. In Colos- 
sians 1:11, 28, 29, we see that the difficult 
tasks of ministers demand such gifts. 
Pray for much blessing upon your min- 
ister. 


Sat., May 31.—Josh. 1:16-18. 
The People’s Pledge. 
PraYerR SuccestTions: “All that thou 
commandest us we will do, and whither- 
soever thou sendest us, we will go.” 
This fresh, new generation of Israelites 
manifested a better spirit thar their un- 
believing fathers. Their vigor of faith 
and devotion to the will of God insured 
victory. The same spirit is needed by 
us now if we are to see revival in ou 
churches. Pray for a return to real 
faith in God, and true obedience & 
God by God’s people—the essentials for 
revival. 


Sun., June 1.—Psa. 1. 
A Worthy Leader. 
Prayer Succestions: “Whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper.” If you were asked 
to name the best book in the world, 
you would doubtless say the Bible and 
mention some very pertinent things 
about its value. But suppose you were 
asked how much you read it and med- 
itate upon its truth. Would your answe 
agree with what it says in verse two 
in this Psalm? If so, then your life 
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would be described in verse three. Every 
Bible reader and Bible heeder make 
a good and worthy Christian leader. 
Pray for a revival of Bible reading 





